East Midlands Home Energy Officers Network
15th October 2007 @ 1.00pm
NVAC
7 Mansfield Road,

Nottingham
Present:

Denise Marsdon

EMHEON Chair, Wellingborough BC

Alison McCafferty

EMHEON Vice Chair, Leics/Northants EEAC
Alan Isaac


South Northamptonshire Council

Clare Harrison


Derby City Council
Sean Johnson


North Kesteven District Council



Gillian Wright


Notts/Derbys EEAC


Nicky Sweatnam

NEA

Helen Atkins


UK HECA Secretariat

Lisa Sims


E.ON
Karen Lond


East Lindsey District Council
Dave Bowskill


City of Lincoln Council
Kay Kent


Erewash Borough Council
Bonnie Fricker


East Lindsey District Council
Phil Biddle


E.ON

Apolgies:

Ros Badley


EMHEON Secretariat
Jane Poxon


British Gas

Richard Hurford


Derby City Council
Dave Malone


Daventry District Council

Shane Conway


Northampton Borough Council
(2 attachments enc.)
1. Welcome and Apologies

DM welcomed everyone to the meeting and HA conveyed the above apologies.

2. Previous Minutes and Matters Arising 

Minutes and matters arising from the previous quarterly meeting held on 21st June 2007.

The minutes were approved and adopted as an accurate record with no matters raised for further discussion.
3. Phil Biddle, E.ON Sponsorship
PB introduced himself and announced E.ON’s sponsorship of UK HECA, he went on to provide a background to the sponsorship. E.ON and UK HECA have worked closely over the years with ongoing partnership and sponsoring the National Home Energy Conference in Blackpool and regional HECA fora. 

PB is pleased to continue this partnership with the two year deal and is looking forward to working closely with the HECA network, regional fora for the national conference in May and the ‘Creating a Carbon-neutral School Conference in November. 

Part of the sponsorship package is the release of funds to regional HECA fora to help run the secretariat and events. 

4. Sustainable Energy Networks Presentation – Matthew Knight, SEN Rollout Project Manager, EST 
MK provided a presentation on the background to SEN, proposed rollout, aims and timescales. A copy of the presentation will be circulated with the minutes. MK invited questions: 

It was asked whether there are problems with obtaining funding from Defra re: CSR. MK remains positive that full funding will be obtained. 
What, if any, are the contingency plans should funding be partial? MK said that the options would be a partial rollout to some regions, or partial delivery of the core activities. There is also the possibility of sourcing regional/local funding, like London and Wales have done, to rollout in a region.

SENs are aimed at the fuel rich, are there any provisions for targeting affordable warmth? SENs target audience is the able to pay sector and only if additional funding from regions is used could the remit widen to include fuel poor. 
What is the tendering process and timelines? With the exception of some regions, MK expects funding decision to be made in December when tendering will commence and it’s expected to be roll out by May. 

How will funding be received? Funding is held centrally and paid out on a performance basis and will be performance monitored.

When will the handover from old EEACs to SENs likely to be?  There will be a handover period and once this is complete EEACs will cease. 

MK added that it will be up to the individual SEN to decide how many hubs/outreach centres is has in the region. 
It was agreed that a meeting with key stakeholders from East Midlands (and possibly West Midlands) should meet to discuss SEN tender before tendering commences. 

5. Ravi Kumar, Eaga update

Eaga were not present to provide an update, however Simon Church provided an update at the NEA Fuel Poverty meeting earlier in the day. 
6. Jane Poxon, British Gas update

Jane Poxon sent her apologies but had passed on a message that it’s business as usual. 
7. Lisa Sims, Powergen update
LS provided an update on Powergen. Sarah Profit has now left the company so Leicester/Northants will be covered by Lisa. 

Powerdowns and bulbs are still in stock. If there have been any part deliveries speak to Lisa and she will organise further deliveries. 

Benefits have increased to 75% (previously 50) 

Over 500 ground source heat pumps on social schemes have been installed. There will shortly be some case study events. Lisa will let members know when and where these will be held. 

There is an new Heating department at Powergen, the contact is Jo Longdon. 

8. AOB

CEEF Bids – AMC raised a point about the successful CEEF bids in the East Midlands were all in partnership with Energy Services. It was suggested to request feedback from Defra on unsuccessful bids and look at the winning bids. DM suggested bid writing be a future meeting agenda item. HA added that this is scheduled as a seminar at the national conference in May 08. 

Energy Efficiency week is being held during schools half term, which causes problems with staff availability. DM asked MK to feed concerns back to EST.  

KL raised an issue with the Energy Watch closure. KL and SJ had written to the Minister at BERR to express concerns over the closure and had received a signed response. A copy of the letter is enclosed. KL suggested that all LA’s write to Malcolm Wicks to lobby government to reconsider the closure as 250,000 complaints will be directed elsewhere from October next year. 
Date and venue of next meeting
DM suggested continuing combining a meeting with NEA fuel poverty forum, but to request the morning slot. It was agreed that, as the next meeting is not until January, an interim meeting and Christmas lunch be held in November/December to encourage attendance. DM, AMC and GW to discuss and action. 
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