
                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                
 

  the new identity of the EM CAN Forum 
ALEO East Midlands    

   
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

Minutes 
ALEO East Midlands Meeting 

Wednesday 5 April 2017 
The John Godber Centre, Ogle Street, Hucknall, Nottingham, NG15 7FQ 

 

1. Attendees and Apologies 

Attendees: 

Helen Chadwick – Harborough Borough Council  

Darsh Chauhan – ALEO East Midlands Vice Chair 

Alistair Crosdale – Derby Homes  

Zoe Davies – North West Leicestershire District Council  

Keith Hewitson – Energy Saving Partnership 

Kendal Hodder – Derby Homes  

Jenni French – Ashfield District Council  

Cuan Forest – Ellipse Energy  

Sean Johnson – Lincolnshire County Council  

Rob Leeson – ALEO National Secretariat  

Karen Lond – ALEO East Midlands Chair  

Denise Marsdon – Harborough Energy  

Jane McLardy – E.ON  

Nicky Swetnam – National Energy Action  

Dr Mark Smith – D2N2 LEP  

Joanne Walker – Amber Valley Borough District Council  

David Young – ALEO East Midlands Secretariat  

 

Apologies: 

Giovanna Bezzina – East Northamptonshire Council  

Justine Biggs – E.ON  

Steven Butterworth – Corby Borough Council  

Robert Cartwright – eTech Solutions Limited 

Cllr Collins – Nottingham City Council  

Ian Chapman – Newarke and Sherwood District Council  

Geoff Davenport – Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council  

Penny Marshall – Derby City Council 

Rosie Morton – National Energy Action  

Vanessa O’Brien – Lincolnshire County Council  

Tom Veitch – Derby City Council  

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                
 

2. AGM  

 

KL announced that she will be stepping down as ALEO East Midlands Chair. No nominees came forward for 

the position of Chair, so the post will be filled on a temporary basis by DC who will be Acting Chair.   

 

DC was voted in as ALEO East Midlands Vice Chair.  

 

DY was voted in as ALEO East Midlands Secretariat.  

 

Sean Johnson thanked KL for all her years of work on domestic energy efficiency and the support and work 

she has done for the ALEO network.  

 

Q: Would it be worth sending round a ‘job description’ for being the chair of the region to the members?  

A: Yes that is a good idea. A job description of Chair will be sent round to members, with nominees urged to 

come forward. 

 

3. Chairs Update 

KL thanked E.ON for kindly sponsoring the meeting. The presentation is available on the website 
(www.aleo.org.uk/em/meetings).  
 

 Minutes and matters arising from previous meeting 

The minutes from the meeting in January 2017, held at the John Godber Centre, Hucknall, Nottinghamshire, 
were accepted as a true record of the meeting.   
 
Responses to the questions raised to Qaizer Sethi were received and circulated.  
 

 National ALEO Update 

DC stated that National ALEO is close to signing off a new sponsorship deal. In the proposal there is money 

for ALEO East Midlands as well, so the sponsor will be invited to come to our regional meetings.  

 

National ALEO is looking at the next conference taking place in June, which is likely to take place in 

Islington, London.  

 

The ALEO member’s survey is still open, but is going to close shortly. Members were encouraged to submit 

a response if they hadn’t done so already.   

 

The Memorandum and Articles of Association is still in progress, RL met with a lawyer for some legal advice. 

ALEO needs to bring the Memorandum and Articles of Association into line with current legislation, and 

ALEO now has a template that needs to be finalised.  

 

The next Executive meeting in London is 20 July 2017, it would be good to have a new Chair for ALEO East 

Midlands by then.  

 

 Each Home Counts: An Independent Review of Consumer Advice, Protection, Standards and 

Enforcement for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 

 

ALEO East Midlands submitted a response after the January workshop. You are able to keep up to date on 

developments with the review by registering your interest on the gov.uk website.  

 

http://www.aleo.org.uk/em/meetings


                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                
 

 

 

 ECO: Help to Heat consultation 

 

ALEO East Midlands has been acknowledged in the list of respondents, however the views seem to be 

missed off.  This is true for most LA responses.  

 

 Central Heating Fund 

 

BEIS are going to claim back any under spend on the project. At the end of the project BEIS will be 

completing an evaluation report that will access the effectiveness of the project.  

 

4. Treasurer’s Update 

DC thanked E.ON for sponsoring today’s meeting. We currently have around £1,000 left in the account. 
With the potential for another £1,000 from the new sponsor expected for 2017/2018.  
 
Free venues would be appreciated at any local authorities, please let us know if you are able to offer a 
room. ALEO East Midlands does not owe any money and the funds are held by Leicester City Council.  
 

5. Help to Heat – Jane McLardy, E.ON.  

 

The Help to Heat project is in a similar state as it was in the January meeting. Justine Biggs is responsible for 

the Leicestershire and Northamptonshire regions and Jane McLardy is responsible for the Nottinghamshire, 

Derbyshire and Lincolnshire areas.  

 

Q: When will you receive the guidance?  

A: We are hoping to receive it around the end of April.  

 

Q: What is required from the new Help to Heat fund? For example, to access it, is there something to share.  

A: Hopefully by the next meeting we will have some information on this.  

 

Q: Do the District Councils still need to work together to get a bigger picture?  

A: There are 1200 measures for Derbyshire, Lincolnshire and Nottinghamshire under the flexi target.  

 

Q: Are you able to provide us with prices that customers are expected to pay? 

A: Yeah, we have standard customer offers.  

 

Q: Customer contributions are preventing some really fuel poor residents from undertaking some 

measures. Be good to have those prices from a fuel supplier?  

A:  We can share our standard customer offer for External Wall, and ECO funding.  

 

Under the Green Deal Communities fund, Ashfield District Council found that residents could provide 

contributions for the measures, as well as the landlords seeming happy to provide some funding for 

measures.  

 

Landlord engagement is key for the private sector schemes. We are attending a lot more landlord events 

now.  

 



                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                
 

It would be useful if all LAs were informed of what they need to know to access the fund, and what is 

required of the LAs. If a standard pack could be provided to help LAs as well as contractors that would be 

really useful. Especially when LAs are faced by the procurement for the project. An easy to use guide would 

be useful, especially for things such as the statement of intent, etc.  

 

6. Community Energy – Denise Marsdon, Community Energy Development Officer, Harborough 

Energy Limited 

The presentation is available on the website (www.aleo.org.uk/em/meetings). The presentation was 

followed by a questions and answers session. 

 

Q: In relation to the grid connections, is there a role for Ofgem to speed this up?  

A: The Distribution Network Organisations are about to become Distribution System Organisations, 

therefore taking the management role away from the National Grid. The DNOs do not know what this 

entails yet.  

 

Q: Are there any organisations that are doing any hand holding/support? 

A: There are, Community Energy England to support community groups. We were awarded the charter 

mark from the co-operative society.  

 

7. National Energy Action Update – Nicky Swetnam, NEA 

The presentation is available on the website (www.aleo.org.uk/em/meetings). The presentation was 

followed by a questions and answers session. 

 

Q: Will the NEA be providing any free places at this year’s NEA conference for LA Officers? 

A: Nicky Swetnam will make some enquiries about this.  

 

Following the meeting Nicky has said there will be a bursary scheme that LA officers will be able to apply 

for. We'll be opening the scheme at the beginning of June. Applicants should only apply if they cannot 

identify alternative funding to attend. If you are interested, please email brian.hart@nea.org.uk and he will 

ensure that you are on the mailing list when the scheme opens. 

 

8. Regional Updates 

 

The Home Energy Lincs Partnership is still going strong, and helping with the Affordable Warmth Strategy. 

They have recruited a fuel poverty co-ordinator for the county. Community Lincs has received £30,000 from 

Scottish power to continue with their work around the county. A new save and warm project has recently 

been launched.  

 

Leicester City Council is looking to a launch a white label with Leicestershire County Council in the summer 

to offer cheaper tariffs to its residents. The Health through Warmth project run by Leicester City Council is 

about to go countywide. Leicester City Council is also working with E.ON on external wall insulation in the 

city. There is a battery storage project being launched for the car parks in the city.  

  

9. Date of Next Meeting 

The next ALEO East Midlands meeting is likely to be held in September 2017. We will try to invite Stuart 
Chapman, Home and Local Energy, BEIS, to the next ALEO East Midlands meeting.  
 

10. Any Other Business 

http://www.aleo.org.uk/em/meetings
http://www.aleo.org.uk/em/meetings
mailto:brian.hart@nea.org.uk


                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                
 

 

KL wished all well for the future and to keep sorting government out to continue to tackle fuel poverty. KL 

thanked all for their help and support over the years.  

 

DC acknowledged that we appreciate all the work KL has done for national and regional HECA/CAN/ALEO 

over the years.  


