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East Midlands CAN & NEA Fuel Poverty Forum
Held at Nottingham Mechanics 

on

Wednesday 2nd October 2013
1. Attendees
These are attached separately.

2. NEA Policy Update

Nicky Swetnam provided an update on NEA’s current activities.  Her presentation is available on the website.

3. Minutes of the last Meeting

The minutes were subsequently accepted as a true record of the meeting.

4. Matters Arising

No matters arising.
5. EMCAN Chair’s Update

EMCAN
Sponsorship – sadly our sponsorship with Insta Group finishes at the end of October. The Chair thanked our sponsors for their support over the last year which has helped to strengthen EMCAN.  If any organisation would like to sponsor future meetings please contact the Chair or Vice Chair.

Please contact the Chair and Secretary with any offers of venues for future meetings and any ideas for future speakers and agenda items. 

CAN Awards
The East Midlands region had two nominations; both were quite similar and related to DECC bids and delivery.  After much deliberation, the East Midlands HECA award went jointly to Rosemary Leach from Hinckley and Bosworth and Isobel Clark from Rutland; congratulations to Rosemary and Isabel. 
The awards are expected to run again in 2014. 
CAN Conferences

Next planed CAN one day conferences (not confirmed)
January 2014 – London

March 2014 – Manchester

July 2014 – Taunton

September 2014 – in Coventry and will include CAN awards

CAN Survey
The CAN members survey closed on Friday 27th September.  Initial results show a three-way split regarding the name change question (HECA, CAN or no preference either way); which is pretty much the same result that EMCAN found when we did a straw poll at a previous meeting. In terms of the regions, the East Midlands has provided the most responses (19 in total) to the survey compared to other regions.

CAN Executive
Next CAN Executive meeting is on 10th October in London.   Please contact the Chair with any issues to be raised.

Fuel Poverty Levels and the new definition
Hi4em has just recalculated fuel poverty for the region using the new definition. The data shows a quarter of a million households in the region are fuel poor (13.3%) compared with over 350,000 (18.4%) under the old definition. 

Funding news:-

Warm Homes Healthy People Funding - Not happening!
Anna Soubry – Parliamentary Under – Secretary of State for Public Health
In response to a question as to whether the warm homes healthy people programme would run for the winter of 2013-2014 responded “The Warm Homes Healthy People Fund will not be repeated this year. However ring fenced funding of £5.45billion for 2013-2015 has been made available to local authorities to address public health priorities determined at the local level. In setting their priorities local authorities must take into account the Public Health Outcomes Framework which has excess winter deaths as an indicator.”

DECC - Green Deal Communities
£20 million of capital funding is available for Green Deal street/area based proposals.
DECC is inviting local authorities (LAs), working with their partners, to come forward with ambitious and innovative street/area based proposals for funding. These proposals should aim to deliver Green Deal plans to as many households as possible. DECC funding can also be used to support households who choose to self-finance measures.

Applications may be submitted at any time from September 2013 up to 31 December 2013 for a minimum of £1 million. LAs will be strongly encouraged to work together and with local partners to deliver.

Green Deal Communities application pack [PDF, 116KB, 18 pages] 
Green Deal Communities application pack [MS Word Document, 139KB] 
Local authorities and the Green Deal
Events

Nextgen incorporating ebec 2013 

9th and 10th October at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire

Cost:- Free

The ultimate renewable energy generation event for both the urban and rural communities.
Nextgen 2013 is designed to give professionals from both the urban and rural sectors, the opportunity to access vital information and contacts to help successfully build and run efficient, energy saving and profitable renewable energy projects, focusing on Biomass, AD & Biogas, CHP, and Energy from Waste technologies.

For more information:- ebec.nextgenexpo.co.uk/ 

Retrofit Roadshows

22nd October – Cambridge

12th November – Sheffield

18th February 2014 – Nottingham

Cost: £125+VAT

The Retrofit Roadshows will shine a spotlight on the low carbon building refurbishment and retrofit opportunities on a region by region basis across the UK. These single-day conference, exhibition and networking events are located in the UK’s retrofit hotspots, hosted in premium venues in some of the UK’s largest cities. They provide affordable and effective access to the key players, who are seeking innovations and solutions that can make retrofit scalable and effective across the domestic and commercial sectors. Running the Roadshows in partnership with the leading public sector bodies responsible for driving retrofit will ensure strong attendance from local government, registered providers (RSLs), supply chain partners and key regional retrofit stakeholders. 
For more information:- www.retrofit-roadshow.co.uk/the-retrofit-roadshows
Next EMCAN meeting will be 10th December in Leicester; the meeting will be sponsored by Energy Audit Company. Presentations will be given by Bill Wilkinson – Energy  Audit Company and Lucy Breeze – LGA. It is also our AGM so a good turnout of LA officers would be appreciated.

6. Green Deal – the customer journey
Peter O’Neill, Insta Group
The presentation is available on the website.

7.  DECC feedback on HECA and Green Deal Update
Dora Slater, Green Deal Demand, DECC
35 out of 40 local authorities in the East Midlands have submitted HECA reports. 

The presentation is available on the website.
8.  Welfare Reform – impact on fuel poor households
Jimmy Pugh, NEA Project Development Co-ordinator
The presentation is available on the website.

9.  Regional Information Exchange / Any other business
Five or six local authorities represented at the meeting are planning to submit a bid for the DECC Green Deal Community funding.
The LGA Collective Switching Framework is nearly ready.

There is now a portal on the internet to enable a search to be made for local credit unions:

www.emheartcu.coop

10.  Date of next meeting
The next meeting will be the AGM and will take place in Leicester on Tuesday 10th December.  Venue to be confirmed.

11.  Green Deal/ECO Workshop
NEA hosted a workshop during which delegates discussed the problems associated with ECO and Green Deal and the impact these might have.  Delegates were then asked to suggest possible solutions to these issues.
The workshop outcomes will be fed back to DECC by NEA.

