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East Midlands CAN AGM and Forum Meeting
Held at Phoenix Centre, Leicester 

on

Tuesday 10th December 2013
1. Attendees and Apologies

These are attached separately.

2. Election of Chair, Vice Chair and Treasurer
There were no other nominations for the three positions so Karen Lond and Darsh Chauhan agreed to continue in their respective positions.  Richard Murrell proposed Karen Lond as Chair and this was seconded by Darsh Chauhan, Karen was duly elected Chair.  Richard Murrell proposed Darsh as Vice-chair and Treasurer and this was seconded by Jenni French: Darsh was duly elected Vice Chair.
3. Chair’s Update

Karen thanked the Energy Audit Company for their sponsorship of the meeting.
Karen had completed a further analysis of the Fuel Poverty figures for 2011 released by DECC, comparing the figures under the old definition against the new LIHC definition – see presentation. Karen’s presentation also covers the recently released figures for Excess Winter Deaths for 2011-12 and estimates for 2012-13. 
The big news was the Governments £50 cashback on fuel bills and the £1000 towards energy efficiency for  those moving home; for more information see Government action to help hardworking people with energy bills - Press releases - GOV.UK and also their improvements to the Green Deal Streamlining and improving the Green Deal - News stories - GOV.UK
From the last CAN Executive meeting the results of the vote on a potential name change for CAN were inconclusive with 50% in favour of reverting to UK-HECA and 50% in favour of retaining CAN:  the exec therefore agreed to retain the existing name of CAN.  The next CAN Exec meeting takes place on 9th January 2014 and will be attended by Ofgem: any questions for OFGEM should be sent to Karen.

The next EMCAN meeting is planned for 6th March 2014 for which a sponsor and a venue are required.  Offers of sponsorship or a venue should be sent to Karen or Darsh.

4. Treasurer’s Report
The Snug sponsorship ended in November, but there is still about £3,000 of this funding remaining, although there are still some travel expenses and secretariat costs to cover from this.  There is probably about £2,500 of funds for 2014 but this will only cover the costs of meetings and nothing else.  Sponsorship is therefore still being sought for 2014.
5. Memorandum of Understanding
This was circulated to LA officers for comment prior to the meeting and was discussed again at the meeting.  It was agreed that the number of LA officers for a Quorum should be reduced to eight, which is about 20% of the member councils.  Some re-numbering of paragraphs was also required.  It was agreed to adopt the MOU with these amendments.
6. UNO energy database – planning, targeting and reporting
Bill Wilkinson and Kevin Jobson, Energy Audit Company
UNO is an outright purchase with an annual fee for updates.  The presentation is available on the website.

7.  Climate Local and LA’s action on climate change
Lucy Breeze, LGA
80 councils have signed up to Climate Local.  The results of the LGA survey on Green Deal and ECO will probably be available in the New Year.  The presentation is available on the website.
8.  Cold weather planning, fuel poverty and the public health outcomes framework
Rachel Wookey, Public Health England
For every excess death there are eight hospital admissions and 100 GP visits at a total cost of £850M a year.

Cold Weather Plan – the emphasis is now on planning all year round: being prepared for when cold weather occurs.

NICE is working on guidance on reducing excess winter deaths, which is due to be published in about twelve months.

The presentation is available on the website.

9.  Regional updates
Karen Lond is attending an Offgrid Working Group in January on behalf of CAN.
10. Date of next meeting

The next EMCAN Forum is planned for 6th March 2014.  Sponsorship and a venue are being sought.
11.  Any other business

There was no other business. 
