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Minutes 

East Midlands CAN Meeting 
Friday 27 November 2015 

Nottingham Community Voluntary Service, 7 Mansfield Road, 

Nottingham, NG1 3FB  

 

1. Attendees and Apologies 

Attendees:  

Justine Biggs – E.ON  

Lucy Birch – Leicester City Council  

Milo Cereghino – Leicester City Council  

Darsh Chauhan – EMCAN Vice Chair  

Richard Chubb -  

Sharmila Dalal – British Gas  

Zoe Davies – North West Leicestershire District Council  

Jenni French – Ashfield District Council  

Jose Hernandez – Pick Everard 

Sean Johnson – Lincolnshire County Council  

Karen Lond – EMCAN Chair 

John Nevett – E.ON  

Mark Rodda – Metropolitan  

Gail Scholes – Nottingham City Council  

Andy Stephenson – National Energy Action  

David Young – EMCAN Secretariat  

 

Apologises:  

Hadrian Asher – Boston Mayflower Limited 

Dave Bowskill – City of Lincoln Council  

Robert Cartwright – eTech Solutions Limited 

Helen Chadwick – Harborough District Council  

Geoff Davenport – Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council  

Phillip Keynes – Nottinghamshire County Council  

Rob Leeson – National CAN Secretariat  

Helen Richmond – Newark & Sherwood District Council  

Tom Veitch – Global Action Plan 
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1) Chairs Update  

KL thanked Pick Everard for stepping in at the last minute and sponsoring the 

meeting.  

 Minutes and matters arising from previous meeting  

The minutes from the meeting in July 2015, held at Ashfield District Council, were 

accepted as a true record of the meeting.  

 National CAN Update 

CAN Executive meeting held on 15 October 2015.  

- Sponsorship – CAN is continuing to explore opportunities. 

- Discussed Rebooting the Network, which was to be sent out to members as a 

CAN Consultation. 

- DECC & NEA attended.  

 

 Government response to the Committee on Climate Change (CCC) 

CCC Recommendations included: 

- Zero Carbon Homes. 

- Confirm ECO post 2017. 

- Set new carbon budgets. 

- Maintain government subsidies for electric cars. 

Government response published October 2015: 

- Confirmed need to set the next carbon budget, but no mention of what it is.   

- Zero Carbon Homes is not happening – going to be “nearly” Zero Carbon 

Homes.  

- Still discussing ECO post 2017. 

- There is a push for all to have electric cars by 2050.   

 

 DECC – new direction for the UK energy Policy  

 

- Consultation on ending unabated coal-fired power stations by 2025. 

- New gas-fired power stations a priority. 

- Commitment to offshore wind support completes commitment to secure, low-

carbon, affordable electricity supplies. 

- Move towards a smarter energy system. 

 

 Autumn Statement  

Climate Change: 
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- The government will continue to push for a strong global climate change 

agreement in Paris this December.  

- The Spending Review announces a 50% increase in funding over the next 5 

years for developing countries to tackle and adapt to climate change. 

- The government will double its domestic energy innovation programme.  

Energy:  

- The government will prioritise energy security, whilst making reforms to meet 

our climate goals at lower costs. The government is doubling spend on energy 

innovation, to boost energy security and bring down the costs of 

decarbonisation. 

- As part of this, the Spending Review and Autumn Statement invests at least 

£250 million over the next 5 years in an ambitious nuclear research and 

development programme.  

- The government will provide an exemption for energy intensive industries, 

including the steel industry, from the policy costs of the Renewables 

Obligation and Feed-in Tariffs, to ensure that they have long-term certainty 

and remain competitive.  

- The government will increase funding for the Renewable Heat Incentive to 

£1.15 billion by 2020-21, while reforming the scheme to deliver better value 

for money. By the end of the Parliament the government expects to have 

incentivised enough additional renewable heat projects to warm the 

equivalent of over 500,000 homes. 

- The government will commit up to 10% of shale gas tax revenues to a Shale 

Wealth Fund, which could deliver up to £1 billion of investment in local 

communities hosting shale gas developments, in the north of England and 

other shale-producing regions.  

 

Home Energy Efficiency:  

- The current Energy Companies Obligation runs until March 2017. This will be 

replaced from April 2017 with a new cheaper energy supplier obligation to 

reduce carbon emissions which will run for five years. The changes will mean 

that on average 24 million households will save £30 a year on their energy 

bills from 2017.  

- The Warm Home Discount scheme will also be extended to 2020-2021. This 

currently gives certain low-income households a one-off reduction of £140 on 

their electricity bill. People can apply for the scheme online through their 

supplier.  
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Rita Wadey is no longer Head of Fuel Poverty Strategy at DECC, and has now 

started as the Head of the Permanent Secretary’s Office since 1st September. Some 

useful contacts in DECC:  

Fern Leathers – Overall Strategy and issues relating to the target; 

Fern.leathers@decc.gsi.gov.uk 

James Kerry – as above plus non-gas homes and subsidy expertise; 

James.kerry@decc.gsi.gov.uk  

Emma Cole – Fuel Poverty and Health; Emma.cole@decc.gsi.gov.uk  

Alan Clifford – Targeting; Alan.clifford@decc.gsi.gov.uk  

 

 Independent review of Consumer Advice, Protection, Standards and 

Enforcement  

DECC and DCLG are carrying out a review on standards of energy efficiency and 

renewable instalments, and whether frameworks in place are robust and ensure a 

suitable standard to protect customers.  

The review will cover; consumer advice and protection, standards framework, and 

monitoring and enforcement.  

 

 The Cold Weather Plan for England 

The new plan was published by Public Health England in October 2015. The key 

changes include:  

- A reference to DECC’s Fuel Poverty Strategy,  

- Pregnant women classed as vulnerable, 

- Moderate winter temperatures as 4-8⁰C, 

- Updated information on the flu vaccination, 

- A new top tips for staying warm leaflet.  

 

 DECC – Central Heating Fund 

DECC received 81 bids for the central heating fund, worth over £65 million. DECC 

was late in awarding bids to successful applicants. There were three bids successful 

in the EMCAN region.  

1. Lincolnshire County Council - £570,000 

This was a consortium bid with Boston Borough Council, East Lindsey District 

Council, North Kesteven District Council, South Holland District Council, South 

Kesteven District Council and West Lindsey District Council. 

mailto:Fern.leathers@decc.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:James.kerry@decc.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:Emma.cole@decc.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:Alan.clifford@decc.gsi.gov.uk
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2. North East Derbyshire District Council - £637,625 

Consortium bid with Bolsover District Council.  

3. Bolsover District Council - £117,800 

Consortium bid with North East Derbyshire District Council.  

 

 NEA – ‘Redressing the Balance’ 

KL asked if any bids in the East Midlands were successful in receiving any funding.  

Jenni French (JF) stated that the Local Authority Energy Partnership (LAEP) 

received £350,000 from the NEA Warm & Healthy Homes fund split between 

Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.  

 

 Upcoming Events 

 

- Climate Just, Introductory and Intermediate Training, University of 

Nottingham, 16 December.  

- NEA East Midlands Fuel Poverty Forum, Ellipse Energy, Leicester, Jan/Feb 

16?  

- Next EMCAN Meeting February 2016, date and venue TBC. Hillary Tanner, 

LGA has offered to speak.  

 

2. Treasurers Update 

DC thanked Pick Everard for sponsoring the meeting, and presenting. EMCAN has 

got around £1,500 in the bank, however EMCAN is still looking for sponsorship in the 

long term.   

 

3. Pick Everard – A brief update on current and forthcoming policies affecting 

energy efficiency and renewable energy – Jose Hernandez  

The presentation is available on the website (www.can.uk.net/em/meetings). Contact 

Jose Hernandez on JoseHernandez@PickEverard.co.uk.   

 

Q: Is there life after the FIT drop? 

http://www.can.uk.net/em/meetings
mailto:JoseHernandez@PickEverard.co.uk
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A: FITs published are till March 2016, so we will have to see what happens after 

March. Pick Everard are still receiving interest from projects which are completing 

after March.  

Q: Will the Renewable Obligation Certifications go? 

A: Unsure  

Q: MEES lease on private rented properties, a lot are unsure how the poorest 

will get picked up?  

A: The Government are only at the implementation stage, nothing has been defined 

yet. It is not coming in till 2018, so still a few years to decide the practical side.  

Q: Is the MEES for non-domestic as well?  

A: Yeah for non-domestic as well as domestic.  

JF: We had a Landlords Act which was very similar, but it was not enforced.  

KL: The Government removed the incentive for landlords so it didn’t have as big an 

impact as expected. The issue is some LAs won’t enforce it, and therefore some will 

get away with it. 

JF: The Fuel Poverty Strategy states houses should be aiming for an energy rating 

of C by 2030 but there is no enforcement for this.  

RC: Notts County Council is responsible for the enforcement in the Mansfield area, 

no one is enforcing it and why don’t we cross it with each other as it’s not a priority of 

the County Council.  

Private rented sector is the problem.  

 

5. Setting up a Local Energy Company – Robin Hood Energy – Gail Scholes – 

Nottingham City Council  

The presentation is available on the website (www.can.uk.net/em/meetings). Contact 

Gail Scholes on gail.scholes@notts.gov.uk.    

Q: Are you going to offer Warm Homes Discount?  

A: We are not currently big enough to offer warm homes discount. However, it does 

fit in with the companies ethos. Maybe when a surplus has been built up they will try 

and offer the discount. Also, ECO only applies to companies who have more than 

250,000 customers, but this is a costly obligation to be involved with, so we will have 

to approach this subject when we get there.  

Q: Are you purchasing from major companies? 

http://www.can.uk.net/em/meetings
mailto:gail.scholes@notts.gov.uk
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A: Yes, we are using the same as E.ON and the big six.   

Q: Initially you got the support from councillors, was there a high initial 

commitment financially?  

A: Not really, we went to seek European Commission advice, and discussed the loan 

rates. We took out a loan, borrowing at same rate of banks. We also had to be state 

aid compliant. 

  

6. Rebooting the network consultation  

1) Do you support the reasoning behind a reboot of the network?  

The EMCAN region has concerns about the reasoning, due to a concern that 

changing to energy officers specifically would overlap with the remit of the NEA. Also 

there was a concern as associations have a very specific definition, which will reduce 

the attraction to the majority of officers in the region, who only have part of their job 

description relating to energy. EMCAN is for local authority officers, and acts as a 

voice to get back to DECC. 

Members find EMCAN a useful tool to hear specific speakers on a wide range of 

topics. A lot of officers are not here labelled as Energy Officers, for example we have 

a Public Health Officer with Fuel Poverty as part of their remit.  

2) Do you support the change of our operating name to the ‘Association of Local 

Energy Officers’?  

The majority of members agree that they do not want the title ‘Association of Local 

Energy Officers’, as it is too specific, and will put off a number of members as they 

are not solely ‘Energy’ officers.  

HECA was an act, but it does also stand for HOME ENERGY CONSERVATION 

ASSOCIATION, which does make sense for all local authority officers who attend the 

meetings, as Home Energy is the primary focus!  

The Autumn Statement is not clear, and there is a concern that we could fall flat on 

our faces by naming the network after another project etc., when they are changing 

regularly.   

3) What role do you believe housing associations should play in the network?  

The EMCAN members believe that Housing Associations should be invited to 

meetings, and are happy with them being unable to vote at meetings. Housing 

Associations have a large number of support networks as well.  

One housing association stated that it is good to be part of network as it is, but in 

future if fee paying takes over then they should have a vote.  
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There needs to be a formal structure between housing and health.  

4) What role do you believe community energy organisations should play in the 

network?  

Members were unsure about community energy organisations, but as LA’s need to 

be involved in ERDF community energy projects it made sense for them to come to 

meetings. The issue is that these projects/organisations are too localised.   

5) Do you have any comments on the role of colleagues working in the devolved 

nations?  

EMCAN members believed this is a National question, however it is believed that 

Wales & Scotland have a lot of good ideas, and it would be good to hear them.  

 

7. Regional Updates 

 

Jenni French – Ashfield District Council have signed up all 240 properties, for EWI, 

which are now being installed. We are one of the top finishers, £1.1m project. The 

project has brought in £0.6m from ECO. The team at Ashfield District Council has 

now been disbanded.  

John Nevett – Cavity wall and loft insulation is still available for the private rented.  

Richard Chubb – The Warm Homes on Prescription project is looking at around £56k 

per authority at the moment. Mansfield Council is looking into green bonds. If any 

councils have experience of green bonds could they let me know.  

Darsh Chauhan – Oliver Savage is leaving Leicestershire County Council today. Low 

Carbon Calls in Leicester and Leicestershire are expected from ESIF today.  
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8. Workshop – Andy Stephenson  

Business model generation – Looking at it from a different perspective  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Customer Segment 

 Who is affected by the project?  

 Who is it aimed at?  

 

Value Proposition  

 What is the main aim and the objectives of the project? 

 What are you hoping to improve/do?  

 

Channels  

 How are you going to channel awareness of the project?  

 How are you going to promote the project?  

 

Customer relation  

 How are you going to improve/keep customer relations?  

 

Revenue Streams 

 Where are you going to get the funding from for the project? 

 Will you use a combination?  

 

Key activities  

 What will be done during the project?  

 What do you need to do from start to finish?  

 

Key resources 

Key 

Partners 

Key Activities  
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 What key resources will be required? 

 

Key partners 

 Who will need to be on board to support the project?  

 Who is required to be involved to help execute the project?  

 

Cost structure 

 

 What is the structure of the project and how is it funded?  

 

 


