	Minutes of South East HECA Forum       


	Date:

Location: 
	Friday 24th September 2004 10.00 am 

Guildford Borough Council 



	Stephanie Hickman
	Tandridge DC

	Shaun Cline
	Dover DC

	Thomas Best Shaw
	Ashford BC

	Peter Griffiths
	Isle of Wight 

	Andrew Nairn
	Winchester CC

	Sue Waterlow
	Surrey Heath BC

	Louise Shrubsole
	Sevenoaks DC

	William Bickers-Jones
	Southampton CC

	Nick Molyneux
	East Hants DC

	Danny Morgan
	Wealden DC

	Verena Skinner
	Runnymede BC

	Zoe Leader
	Arun DC

	Philip Wingfield
	Brighton and Hove 

	Hash Patel
	Mole Valley DC

	Dippna Pattni
	Gravesham BC

	Cliff Darby
	Tandridge DC

	Ollie Swan

Aithan Askar
	Eastbourne BC

Spelthorne BC

	Rachel Boycott
	Kent Energy Centre

	Ian Davies
	Environment Centre

	Keith Cullen 
	EDF

	Nigel French 
	EDF

	Clare Marshall
	SEEDA

	Kevin Boniface
	BRE

	Caire Grover
	Scottish Power

	Mary FitzSimmons
	EAGA

	Gail Burton
	EAGA

	Allan Jones MBE (Chair)
	Woking BC

	Kathy Alcock (Vice Chair)
	Tunbridge Wells BC

	Aidan Dunsdon (Secretary)
	ECSC

	Ian Manders 
	ECSC




	Apologies
	Mark Sanders, Linda Hibbs, Annie Batten, Emma Flower, Nick Huband, Josie Worral, Corinne Thompson, Patrick Vickerman, Jo Gill, Janet Hill, Gill l Daniel, Mark Randolph, Sam Collins, Hazel Hill



	Minutes of Previous Meeting 
	Approved without alteration

	Matters Arising 
	None

	Treasurers Report
	Income
Promised income of £5,000 from paying members.
Subscribers are:
- EDF Energy
- Scottish Power
- Scottish and Southern Energy
- EAGA
- SEEDA
Thank-you to subscribing members for supporting the forum. A bank account is being set up. All subscribing members will be invoiced shortly.
Costs
Catering / Speakers Travel - £260 
Secretariat - EST no longer funds secretariat therefore it is up to each regional forum to fund its own secretariat. ECSC will invoice for secretariat services once a bank account is finalised and subscriptions have been received.
Conference
£11,000 has been promised in sponsorship from EDF, ECSC and SEEDA 

	Reports from Members



	Sevenoaks 
	Made presentations at large public event to launch community plan.

Working with Kent Energy Centre to develop a marketing scheme for private sector landlords. Landlords can accumulate Energy House Points by completing KEEP questionnaires that provide evidence of the efficiency of their properties. The energy efficiency rating can then be advised to prospective tenants.

	Dover 
	Have been running local energy advice clinics.  

Introduced Coldbusters grant scheme which installs energy efficient heating and insulation measures in private sector fuel poor properties. 

Setting up stalls in hospital foyers to promote affordable warmth and energy efficiency.

	Ashford 
	Working closely with Kent Energy Centre. Some initiatives in the pipeline.

	Isle of Wight 
	Providing a Home Improvement Loan Scheme – low cost loan scheme up to £2,500 with 3 year repayment period and an interest rate of 2.5 % APR

Planning permission for 4 wind turbines applied for.

	Winchester 
	Seminar held in July with RSLs including housing associations and utilities. The theme was raising money for energy efficiency and renewables.

	Surrey Heath
	During energy efficiency week will be focusing on promoting grant schemes for elderly and vulnerable.

	 Southampton
	Just started in the post. So far he have established links with PCTs and working on a New Deal for Communities funding bid for Energy Efficiency installation in a large housing estate.

	East Hants 
	In conjunction with Drum housing association, participating in Solar Streets project which covers 16 properties in Hants of which 5 in East Hants. Solar panels are installed in a position visible to public to promote renewable energy. Completion in March 2005

Eco Homes – 3 properties involved – affordable homes – Ambient endothermic heating systems and sustainable materials etc. used. Completion Dec/Jan

	Wealden 
	Have just done an 11,000 Warmfront mail out. Have produced a new Warm and Well Guide. Referrals are being obtained from front-line health professionals.

	Runnymede 
	Requesting approval for an insulation scheme for over 75s. 

Conducting a Warmfront mailout to 1900+ homes (private rental sector on Council Tax and Housing Benefit)

Promoting Surrey Solar on reverse of Heat Surrey mail out 

Provisional plan for EE event at St. Peter’s Hospital

	Arun 
	Submitting a bid on hard to treat homes to EST Innovation fund.



	Brighton and Hove 
	Have formed partnership with an organisation called Climate Ltd. They will manage energy efficiency schemes on behalf of council, attract funding for future schemes and assist in implementing the Councils fuel poverty and energy efficiency strategy.

	Mole Valley
	Business as usual promoting energy efficiency and renewables.

	Gravesham 
	Solar Challenge held at end of July

Participated in Kent County Show with13 Kent LAs. 

	Tunbridge Wells 
	Participating in multi-agency Advice Service for general public with priority for vulnerable groups. Offers monthly sessions in conjunction with agencies such as Fire Service, Home Improvement Agency, Police, Citizens Advice.

	Tandridge 


	Currently conducting a mass mail out to all households on insulation measures available through the ENACT Heat Surrey Scheme. 

Surrey Solar Scheme is being promoted on reverse of mailout leaflets.

Going ahead with an installation of PVs on roof of council offices. Output 25.5 kW/p. Council contributed £20,000. Approx further £90,000 was provided by DTI PV major demonstration programme and EDF Green Fund. ECSC assisted with grant application and selection of installers.

	Eastbourne 
	Currently setting up a call centre energy efficiency advice service with ENACT. 

Revising planning policy documents relating to EE. Aim to emulate Merton’s 10% requirement for renewables.

New boiler scheme being developed.

Conducting a selective mailout.

	Spelthorne
	Currently doing a large mail out with ENACT.

Setting up a replacement boiler scheme. New scheme merged with House Proud repair scheme.

Investigating a combined aerial thermal imaging and GIS scheme which will enable an average SAP rating for each postcode.

Biomass Network business plan has been funded.

Discussing use of GO-SE SEA (strategic environmental assessment) tools & software for climate change.

	Woking 
	The waste-recycling project – waste going to landfill will be reduced by 98%. Pilot scheme collecting from 10,000 homes and providing heat and power from waste to 1,000 homes. WarmFront with EAGA has given 3,700 grants in the Borough. Target of 5000 homes out of fuel poverty well on track. 

Heat pumps installed in 90 metre holes.

8 off grid PV vertical wind energy lighting columns are being installed in 3 locations covering rural commuter stations and a sports recreation site. 

20 CHP installations planned across borough.. 

ECSC are conducting a community consultation on wind turbines.

	Kent Energy Centre
	Kent Health and Affordable Warmth strategy is being rewritten.

Coldbusters scheme is being introduced into 4 areas of Kent.

Kent Community Action Partnership is organising multi agency advice service. 10 events are planned for Energy Efficiency Week

	ECSC 


	ECSC is in the process of forming partnerships with housing associations and energy suppliers to set up a Social Housing Energy Forum for RSLs. It will provide a forum for RSLs to access EEC funding and to investigate the benefits of sustainable energy.

Feasibility Study funding has been agreed by EST to draw up model Supplementary Planning Documents for developers on sustainable energy.

	Environment Centre
	Planning a number of events for energy efficiency week.

	EDF
	Actively promoting Energy Efficiency Commitment funding. 

Supporting renewable energy projects through the Green Energy Fund

	BRE
	Promoting best practice in buildings – provide a wide range of services.

	Scottish Power
	Providing support for energy efficiency installations from the Energy Efficiency Commitment.

	EAGA
	As of 15th October the Working Tax Credit eligibility threshold for will be raised from £14,200 to £14,600 (gross annual income before tax and National Insurance contributions are taken off).

	Climate Change



	Crawley 
	(reporting by e-mail to secretariat) Crawley Borough Council has a climate change strategy, which should be formally adopted on the 13th October. Crawley also has various Greenhouse Gas monitoring software, which we would be happy to share with other authorities. Note that the South East Climate Change Partnership (SECCP), based at SEEDA, can provide invaluable help in developing Climate Change Strategies and a whole range of information and help on Climate Change – Crawley would encourage other authorities to become members.

	Guildford 
	Guildford BC Have produced a draft Climate Change Strategy for which the consultation period has now closed. You can download a full copy of the strategy and its supporting Technical Appendix from the website.

The consultation produced 35 written and 4 verbal responses. 

The strategy will be adopted by Council in October.  A summary document is being produced which will become available following adoption. The strategy will be revised on a 3 yearly basis.

	Woking
	Strategy adopted in 2001. Switched from kW/hs to saving C02.  Woking’s Climate Neutral Development Good Practice Guide has been endorsed by the South East Climate Change Partnership, and UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP), the national body responsible for co-ordinating research and action on climate change. A 17.23 % reduction has been achieved since 1990.  97% of council buildings are covered. The target is based on the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution targets of 60% reductions of CO2 equivalent emissions by 2050 and 80% by 2100.

	Spelthorne 
	Spelthorne are developing a climate change strategy. It will grow out of the air quality strategy which is to be published soon. The climate change strategy will be linked to the Community Plan and will be published middle of next year. Looking to adapt GO-SE strategic environmental assessment tools (SEAs) in conjunction with Surrey CC.

	Isle of Wight 
	Strategy is 3 to 4 years old. Needs rewriting. The original EIA was flawed.

	

	Simply Energy 


	
	Simply Energy is a switching company that finds the best utility deal for gas and electricity customers by comparing prices and recommending the cheapest deal. They are impartial and charge the same referral fee to all utilities. They are endorsed by Energy Watch. They do deals with LAs e.g. Westminster who publicise the Simply Energy  number in council tax mailouts in exchange for referral fees for the LA. (see attached documents giving more detail.)

	Presentations (see attached Powerpoint files)

	Tim German

Cornwall Sustainable Energy Partnership
	Action Today for a Sustainable Tomorrow  - Delivery Through Partnership

           

	Bill Clark –Sustainability Policy Manager  

Candice Collier – Climate Change Officer
	Southampton City Council Climate Change Programme



	Michael King

Combined Heat and Power Association
	Community Energy: An Introduction

	Conference Report
	6 Venues are being inspected at the moment. A date will be set and invitations to HECA officers sent out by end of Oct.



	Any other business



	Lobbying on Behalf of Forum


	The chair requested permission from the forum to lobby the government on new Building Regulations consultation and on extending the Community Energy Programme as funding has been used up already. This was agreed.

	Unregistered company
	Verna Skinner from Runnymede was concerned about approaches to residents in her area from a company called Grant Information Service – they were quite pushy and claimed to do referrals to Warmfront. EAGA however hadn’t registered them. If approaches are made in your area and you want to find out what’s going on the details of the company are:

Grant Information Service
105 Chandlers Way
Temple Farm Industrial Estate
Essex
SS2 5SE
Tel: 0800 731 2817 

Managing Directors name is Terry Callaghan and his direct contact number is 01702 307701

	Energy Handbook
	The Energy Advice Handbook is a reference book for energy advisors and others involved in domestic energy efficiency.  Previously known as the Heating Advice Handbook, this renamed edition is fully revised, updated and expanded. The HECA Forum recently purchased 12 copies of the above book for each region.



	Scheme Integration


	UK HECA have agreed to fund a workshop run by Impetus and CAG consultants on the 22nd November at Council Chambers, Guildford Borough Council. There will be two presentations and a workshop on scheme Integration and community promotion of sustainable energy. 

All are invited to join the workshop focusing on the promotion and effective delivery of energy efficiency and fuel poverty schemes on the ground, and how practitioners can achieve this.

The presentations and discussion will cover the results of key research on the following areas:

· How practitioners can achieve better integration between schemes to improve their delivery and effectiveness;

· How practitioners can work with *Local Strategic Partnerships to promote energy efficiency, and

· How energy efficiency can be promoted through community groups.

All those involved in the promotion and delivery of schemes will be encouraged through best practice case study examples.  Discussions will focus on the barriers and how these can be overcome to ensure energy efficiency and tackling fuel poverty are successfully promoted and delivered through local action.

The event is appropriate for all those involved in the delivery of local schemes relating to energy efficiency and fuel poverty, including HECA Officers, housing professionals, Members, and other interested parties from local authorities, housing associations and community groups.

	Fridays for Forums
	Kathy Alcock queried whether Fridays were the best days for Forums and whether there was any interest in changing the day. No members expressed a desire to change the day.



	Next Meeting


	The next SE HECA Forum will be on 21st January 2005 at Guildford BC.


