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Now we need to move this interest into hard action, lets stop chatting about it and now 
put some action into place right across the country to show that we can do something.

I still hear the old adage that the UK only emits 2% of the global emissions, so why 
bother, it won’t make any difference. It does because we show with our inventiveness 
and innovative ways the rest of the world how to become sustainable.

It’s not only that, but we keep the expertise in this country which leads to economic 
development, which in turn leads to economic prosperity, providing a quality of life that 
is sustainable to our own community and then export that to others providing even 
greater wealth for the country and providing into the future.

Are we, local government, providing the impetus for our communities to deliver this 
sustainable world? Two years ago at the National Home Energy Conference Lord Witty 
said, “there is a need for step change” and local government has a unique position in 
providing it through attracting environmental business to our communities, providing 
training for this step change to take place, delivering the technology to our 
communities through advice, advantageous planning applications, grants from our 
own budgets for newer technology and ensuring that installations are of the highest 
quality.

Can we truly say we have been the providers of all of this? If not, then the coming year is 
the year of facilitation, our conference theme is ‘HECA and beyond’; beyond is not far 
away now, are we ready to tread into the unknown? 

I put it to you……..WE MUST BE!

Bruce Pittingale 
- UK Chair of the HECA Executive

‘Securing our future means leading the future’

Is it twelve months since our first Annual Report? Time flies when you are having fun so 
they say, therefore it must have been good!

Seriously, what a year it has been. It began with the conference putting forward that we 
needed to bring climate change up the agenda so that the general public would be 
able to see what was happening.

I think we can say mission accomplished, the television news programmes have all 
taken on board the seriousness of our situation, we have government minsters and the 
Prime Minister pushing the climate change agenda, we have new leaders putting 
forward their green credentials. Radio programmes devoted to the climate change 
issues, newspapers running series on climate change.

Measuring our Progress

UK HECA over the last 12 months has been able to input into a number of con-

sultations that have been carried out by government and their agencies.

Its National Home Energy Conference has grown to be one of the largest 
and most well supported home energy events of the year and has 
continued to deliver the National HECA Awards on a region by region basis, 
identifying and rewarding best practice across the UK.

UK HECA has provided services to stakeholders in finding best practice 
partners for projects.

it has carried pilot schemes that enhance the lives of the local communities 
across the Eastern region by the facilitation of the sale of low energy table 
lamps to pilot authorities. It is hoped that this service will be rolled out across 
the rest of the country in the coming twelve months.

The dissemination of information has been another area of success for the 
year we are reporting on. We have disseminated information for a number 
of organisations, carrying out surveys for several government departments, 
LGA, EST as well as several private organisations. 

After initial discussions, the Association put forward suggested terms of 
reference which were utilised as a basis for development for Defra. Further 
discussions have taken place and a day set aside for Chairs from across 
England to deliver a report on the future of HECA which can be taken to the 
Review.

The Association has been taking part, at National Level, with the steering 
groups that are ameliorating carbon emissions and energy generation with 
the DTI and Defra over the last year. 

UK Home Energy Conservation Association

“UK HECA provides national leadership for energy conservation authorities across the united 
kingdom, also providing a place to go for those that are in search of a centre or expertise within 

the home energy market place”

Tyrone Homes
Head of Public Sector Team, Defra

Measuring our Progress
The Association provides a forum for

1) two way communication between Government and local HECA Officers.

2) fostering the development of appropriate partnerships between local authorities, regional bodies 
and other organisations.

3) facilitating discussion and exchange of information between local authorities about climate 
change, energy conservation, energy efficiency and alternative sources of energy (reduction in car-
bon emissions) applications, related to housing.

4) carrying out tasks that enhance the performance of member organisations.



  

  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

s 

 

 
 

 

 

 

England

9 region
(384 Local 
Authorities)

Wales

22 Local 
Authorities

32 Local 
Authorities

Scotland

26 Local 
Authorities
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 The new UK HECA Structure

Business Performance

Our Strategy is to:-

! provide an organisation that truly represents its membership at National level

! promote energy efficiency, affordable warmth and renewable energy 
implementation (reduction in carbon emissions)

! use the strategic influence of the group to promote the work of the Associa-
tion and its members

! advise policy making organisations

Organised for Growth

Our focus over the last year has been to maintain organised growth. The struc-
ture of the Association represents the level of activity that is required by its mem-
bership.
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Devolved countries come together to liaise and develop common issues, each 

has its own organisation that provides for its own special conditions, the English 

regions come together to provide a national focus on the issues of the day.

With this structure, our business has become more responsive to the needs of its 

membership, providing solutions to far wider projects than just the Home Energy 

Conservation Act, 1995.

Climate change mitigation and adaptation is far more widespread than just 

energy efficiency and this has become more of a focus for the Association, 

delivering best practice into councils across the UK and driving the Government 

targets of the Energy White Paper, 2003 into the agendas of councils. 

National Home Energy Conference 2005

“We were proud to have been able to act as sole sponsors for 
such a successful, well organised and fun event.”

Adrian Wright
- Managing Director, Enact Energy
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Working within the private sector is equally as important as working at a strate-

gic level, a case study of one of these projects is the feasibility study being car-

ried out by The Climate Outreach and Information Network (COIN). The Associ-

ation in conjunction with them balloted its members and found Authorities that 

were happy to take part in this feasibility study with B&Q, the other main sup-

porters. This enabled COIN to make a far more justifiable decision on which 

authorities would take part in the feasibility study and gave them an idea of 

how many Authorities would be happy to join the project if it is to be rolled out 

into the future.

During the year, the In House Consultancy of Departments of Transport, Envi-

ronment, Farming and Rural Affairs and the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister 

asked us to provide a survey of how the Energy Saving Trust and the Carbon 

Trust were viewed by the public sector. In association with them, we were able 

to develop a survey form, distribute and collate the responses from Local 

Authorities and Regional Government Offices from around the country within a 

very short amount of time as laid down by the Consultancy. We understand 

that this was used to great effect in the final report.

The new HECA website5

Finally, January 26th saw the official launch of the new organisation at the 

House of Commons, London. This event was open to Chief Executive Officers 

and their HECA Officers, in the main, with Council Leaders also in attendance. 

There was a large turnout with 208 people registered to attend and the event 

was fully sponsored by Powergen. This event was extremely successful and one 

Council, which had not had a HECA officer for four years were instructed by 

their Chief Executive to employ, directly as a result of this event. We believe this 

shows firm evidence that UK HECA is providing good value for money.

Project Performance

In each of the last seven years UK HECA Forum has organised a national con-

ference. In 2005, the conference was renamed as 'The Home Energy Confer-

ence' and was held in Bournemouth. 250 delegates spent two days in 

Bournemouth debating the theme 'All change for Climate Change'. The 

speakers included government spokespeople, the Chief Executive of the 

Energy Saving Trust and many more. The Gala Dinner took place between the 

two days and also included the awards celebrations which the Energy Saving 

Trust again sponsored this year. The awards were a great success, with every 

region selecting their own award winner and every region and devolved coun-

try being represented. A new development for this year was the inclusion of a 

HECA Officer Best Practise workshop where each region showcases a piece of 

work that is recognised as best practise. This has been retained for the 2006 

Conference as it was the most successful workshop of this year.

Energy Saving Trust / Carbon Trust Review

“Many thanks for the useful comments and also for all the work 
that it must have taken to pull them together”

Clare Mason, In house Policy Consultancy, 
Serving DfT, Defra & ODPM

5

Another area of important work is the preparation for the HECA review which 

is to take place in 2006/07. Working in conjunction with the Home Energy 

Section of the Department of the Environment, Farming and Rural Affairs the 

Association put forward a suggested terms of reference which was utilised 

as a basis for development by Defra. Further discussions have taken place 

and a day set aside for Chairs from across England to deliver a report on the 

future of HECA which could be taken to the review by the Executive Chair. 

This has been carried out and a full report prepared for the Review Panel, 

thereby inputting into the strategic policy level of Home Energy in the UK.

An area where the Association is justifiably proud, is its website which again 

this year has changed to accommodate its membership. This year, two 

major additions have been provided in the form of regional websites - which 

are run by each region providing information on regional events, meetings 

and projects - and the popular job vacancy section - which is being visited 

regularly by professionals to see what vacancies exist in the UK public sector's 

home energy market. The website address has also been changed to 

www.ukheca.org.uk, to reflect the changeover from the old National HECA 

Forum to the Home Energy Conservation Association.

HECA Network News
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UK HECA Funders
Sponsorships, grants, donations

Powergen UK Retail - House of Commons Launch

Energy Saving Trust - Annual HECA Awards

Local Authority Operational Group of the Energy Efficiency Partnership for Homes
- National Chairs Training Day

In-house Consultancy of DfT, Defra and ODPM

Blue Sky International Limited

Enact Energy - 2005 National Conference

npower - HECA Network News

Income £189,069
April 2005 to March 2006 

National Home Energy 
Conference 2005
£89,459

HECA Award 
Sponsorship
£3,000 Transfer of 2006

Conference Funds
£38,654

HECA Launch 
Sponsorship
£5,000

Training Day 
Sponsorship
£1,000

EST Sponsorship
£25,000Misc (including some 

2006 Conference Bookings)

£20,955

HECA Network
News £5,000
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Expenditure £159,642 
April 2005 to March 2006 

National 
Home Energy 
Conference 2005 
£70,752

HECA Launch £10,491 Staff £47,270

Training Day 
£2,080

Misc £29,049

House of Commons re-launch of the Home Energy 
Conservation Association.

“It was truly a networking event of the year, without doubt”

John Chesshire
Chairman of the Energy Efficiency Partnership for Homes

Balance Carried Forward: £29,427 
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Engage in Defra's Review of HECA

Defra commenced the review of HECA in 2006, in which the HECA Executive 
will have an active role. Recommendations from the research carried out by 
the Association in 2004, conclusions from the HECA Executives' training day in 
January 2006 and feedback from the conference workshop for HECA officers 
will all be submitted to Defra for inclusion in the review. The HECA executive 
have put forward to Defra that we would be willing to take part in the review task 
group. 

Organisation of the National Home Energy Conference in Belfast

In previous years, the conference has been held in venues around England 
and two years ago for the first time in Wales. In 2007, for the first time, the Home 
Energy Conference will be held in Northern Ireland at the famous Europa Hotel, 
Belfast. UK HECA is working closely with our colleagues in Northern Ireland to 
organise an unforgettable event! 

Identification of an Energy Qualification

In 2006 the Association are looking to commission research that will produce a 
workplan to take forward the development of an energy qualification, 
specifically designed for HECA officers. 

Development of Warm Front Top-Up Funding Project

Early in the new financial year, three councils will pilot a top-up funding project 
between UK HECA and provider of the Warm Front scheme, Eaga Partnership. 
The project, which is anticipated to be rolled out nationally after the three-
month pilot, aims to produce a database of all local authorities to show where 
top-up funding is available. UK HECA will act as an agent to advise of available 
funding from local authorities that can be utilised to top-up Warm Front grants, 
instead of the customer. 

Development of Low Energy Lamp and Christmas Tree Lighting Projects

Two projects are currently being developed in association with the Lighting 
Association. The first is a partnership between four organisations to provide 
local authorities with the opportunity to purchase table lamps at the lowest 
possible price. The lamps can be utilised as incentives to the vulnerable to 
become more energy efficient. The second project aims to provide one set of 
low energy Christmas tree lights to each local authority. 

Climate Change Toolkit

“We really appreciated the thoughtful comments and input 
……..the final toolkit guide will be considerably stronger.”

Ed Guillespie
Creative Director, Futerra Ltd
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Workplan for 2006/07

Welsh HECA Forum

Chair: Steve Martin

Vice-Chair: Bill Jones

Secretariat: Zoë Livermore

01443 864645

01978 297208

01633 223111

martins@caerphilly.gov.uk

bill.jones@wrexham.gov.uk

zoe@sewenergy.org.uk

Home Energy Officers’ Network -
Eastern (HEON - Eastern)

Chair: Bruce Pittingale

Representative: Julia Blackwell

Secretariat: John Davis

01480 388 288

01733 262431

julia.blackwell@huntsdc.gov.uk

john.e.davis@btinternet.com

07918 601 931
bruce.pittingale@ukheca.org.uk

Chair: Ian Lane

Vice-Chair: Jeremy Hopkins

Secretariat: Sarah Hitchcock

020 7641 2583

0845 450 3375

jhopkins@westminster.gov.uk

sarah@gleen.org.uk

London HECA Forum

020 8708 3305
ian.lane@redbridge.gov.uk

Chair: Kathy Alcock

Vice-Chair: Zoe Leader

Secretariat: Laura Russell

01903 737 690

0207 922 0266

zoe.leader@arun.gov.uk

laura.russell@ecsc.org.uk

South East HECA Forum

01892 554 275
kathy.alcock@tunbridgewells.gov.uk

Chair: Colin Anderson

Vice-Chair: Erica Pretty

Secretariat: Mike Brain

South West HECA Forum

01752 307176

01202 633428

01594 545367

colin.anderson@plymouth.gov.uk

e.pretty@poole.gov.uk

mike@swea.co.uk

Chair: Ian Lane

Vice-Chair: Jeremy Hopkins

Secretariat: Sarah Hitchcock

020 7641 2583

0845 450 3375

jhopkins@westminster.gov.uk

sarah@gleen.org.uk

London HECA Forum

020 8708 3305
ian.lane@redbridge.gov.uk

Chair: Kathy Alcock

Vice-Chair: Zoe Leader

Secretariat: Laura Russell

01903 737 690

0207 922 0266

zoe.leader@arun.gov.uk

laura.russell@ecsc.org.uk

South East HECA Forum

01892 554 275
kathy.alcock@tunbridgewells.gov.uk

Chair: Colin Anderson

Vice-Chair: Erica Pretty

Secretariat: Mike Brain

South West HECA Forum

01752 307176

01202 633428

01594 545367

colin.anderson@plymouth.gov.uk

e.pretty@poole.gov.uk

mike@swea.co.uk

Home Energy Officers’ Network -
Eastern (HEON - Eastern)

Chair: Bruce Pittingale

Representative: Julia Blackwell

Secretariat: John Davis

01480 388 288

01733 262431

julia.blackwell@huntsdc.gov.uk

john.e.davis@btinternet.com

07918 601 931
bruce.pittingale@ukheca.org.uk

Welsh HECA Forum

Chair: Steve Martin

Vice-Chair: Bill Jones

Secretariat: Zoë Livermore

01443 864645

01978 297208

01633 223111

martins@caerphilly.gov.uk

bill.jones@wrexham.gov.uk

zoe@sewenergy.org.uk

North East Domestic Energy Forum (NEDEF)

Chair: Steve Kent
0191 433 3003
stevekent@gateshead.gov.uk

Vice-Chair: Ian Bloomfield

Secretariat: Wendi Wheeler
01642 777 970
NEDEF_Secretariat@redcar-cleveland.gov.uk

01388 761 596
i.bloomfield@wearvalley.gov.uk

Home Energy Officers’ Network -
 North West (HEON - NW)

Chair: Brian Sexton
0161 242 5803/5805

b.sexton@notes.manchester.gov.uk

Vice-Chair/Secretariat: Alison Hartley
 0161 242 5810

 a.hartley@notes.manchester.gov.uk

 

Northern Ireland HECA
Advisory Panel

Representative: Noel Rice
02890 240588

noel.rice@nihe.gov.uk

East Pennine HECA Forum
York & Humber

Chair: Paul Maplethorpe

Vice-Chair: Jane Mears

Secretariat: Simon Tao
01484 353460
simon@energy-help.org.uk

01482 396278
jane.mears@eastriding.gov.uk

01709 823426
paul.maplethorpe@rotherham.gov.uk

West Midlands HECA Forum

Chair: Graham Jones

Vice-Chair:

Secretariat:
Ellie Cooper

0121 262 6402
ellie.cooper

@hestia-europe.com

Neil Morton
0121 3036 148

neil.morton@
birmingham.gov.uk

01584 813377
graham.jones@

southshropshire.gov.uk

East Midlands HECA Forum

Chair: Denise Marsdon 

Vice-Chair: 

Secretariat: 

01933 231853

Alison McCafferty

Ros Badley

dmarsdon@

0116 299 5129

0116 299 5126

wellingborough.gov.uk

mccaa001@

emheca@leicester.gov.uk

leicester.gov.uk
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Scottish HECA Officer’s Network (SHON)

Chair: Stephen Cunningham

stephen.cunningham@westlothian.gov.uk

Secretariat: Scott Restrick
0141 226 3064

scott.r@eas.org.uk

01506 773744

UK HECA

Chair: Bruce Pittingale

Vice-Chair: Steve Martin

UK HECA Secretariat:
Helen Atkins

01443 864645
martins@caerphilly.gov.uk

07918 601 931
bruce.pittingale@ukheca.org.uk

0116 299 5133
ukheca@leicester.gov.uk

Contacts
Please use out contacts list to talk to us 
about how we can acheive together.


