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The Government is deliberately 
obstructing attempts to set higher 
energy standards for new housing 
in the short term, says seasoned 
ACE campaigner Ron Bailey (photo 
left). This is despite Chancellor Gordon 
Brown’s declaration that within the next 
decade all new homes must be built with 

“zero emissions”. The energy efficiency Bill in parliament, 
drawn up by ACE, is designed to allow local planning 
authorities to set higher energy performance standards 
now than those required by Building Regulations and to 
specify requirements for microgeneration and district 
CHP. The Bill has so far been blocked at Second 
Reading by department of Communities and Local 
Government Ministers.   
 ACE has contacted all councillors in DCLG Ministers’ 
constituencies, urging them to ask their MPs to stop blocking 
the Bill.  The local press has also reported people’s concerns . 
 Letters in the Guardian newspaper on 19 March from the 
Bill’s lead MP Martin Caton and ACE Director 
Andrew Warren further highlighted both the 
problem and Ministers’ refusal to meet to 
discuss the issue.  The result was that housing 
minister Yvette Cooper MP finally agreed to a 
meeting on 28 March, where she also agreed 
to a further meeting to hear a delegation 
organised by ACE of leading local authorities 
on sustainable energy.  
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ACE Director Andrew Warren had the starring role in a 
recent edition of Channel 4’s award-winning current 
affairs TV programme Dispatches in March. Called 
Greenwash, the programme was presented by “green” 
author George Monbiot. It looked at whether 
government was really delivering on its commitments  to 
address global warming.  
 The entire first section was devoted to energy use in 
buildings, and featured  an interview with Andrew, where he 
contrasted the tax breaks offered to German householders –  
“almost one and a half billion euros each year” –  with the 

continuing absence of any government grants in 
the UK for householders wishing to install 
conventional energy saving measures. 
 The programme also looked at new 
construction. Recent ACE-inspired research 
showed that almost half of new homes fail to 
comply with part L of the Building regulations.  
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DCLG published two consultations on 13 December 
2006 – the first on the draft Planning Policy Statement 
on Planning and Climate Change; the other on the 
Government’s plans for moving towards zero carbon 
new housing by 2016.  Both were underpinned by the 
new Code for Sustainable Homes, published on the 
same day.  ACE’s response called for the draft PPS to 
be changed to give local authorities more flexibility to 
set energy performance standards higher than  
required by Building Regulations as a condition of  
planning permission. ACE also called for the creation 
of similar Codes for non-residential buildings and 
existing buildings a matter of urgency.  
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By the consultation March closing date, ACE had attracted 
an unusually large number of supporters for its approach, 
including 53 MPs, 43 local authorities, seven HECA 
Forums, two Regional Assemblies and a wide range of 
NGOs and trade associations – and key new supporter the 
Royal Institute of British Architects 

Andrew (pictured right) also 
revealed that  since energy 
standards had been included in the 
regulations 22 years ago, “there 
isn’t a single housing developer 
which has ever been prosecuted for 
non-compliance. Not one.”  
The film visited several homes 
recently built by Barratts, each of 
which proved to be very far from 
air-tight, with occupants living in 
discomfort, and with far higher fuel 
bills than anticipated. 
 

As a result of the fuss created, DCLG has now agreed 
to fund examinations of compliance with the 2006 
changes – the first time government has ever 
undertaken such before-and-after checks.  

www.channel4.com/news/articles/dispatches/greenwash 

Please contact ACE Parliamentary Coordinator Jenny 
Holland (jenny@ukace.org or 020 7359 8000) if you would 
like more information on this campaign 
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ACE in the MEDIA...ACE in the MEDIA...ACE in the MEDIA...   
Most of the coverage recently has been on ACE’s 
concerns about the government’s Planning Policy 
Statement on Climate Change, and other deficien-
cies in government policy. ACE Director Andrew 
Warren (photo, right) was reported in Property 
Week, Construction News, and Building magazine 
and had letters in the Times, Independent and 
Guardian newspapers. Andrew also challenged DTi Secretary of State 

Alistair Darling on the Energy White Paper on R4 Today 
programme. ACE Deputy Director Ian Manders 
(photo, left) was also reported in H&V News on the PPS 
Climate Change.  

...and out and about...and out and about...and out and about   
ACE Deputy Director Ian Manders was a guest 
speaker at the Quality of Life Buildings and Environ-
ment event (which will feed into Conservative Party 

policy) and at the Micropower Council annual conference on the sub-
ject of “Micropower, Building Control and Planning”. Ian also spoke on 
the same subject at the REA conference and at a sub-regional event 
for planners in Southampton. Recently Ian met Richard Gard of the 
National Landlords Association to discuss developing a strategy for 
promoting energy efficiency to NLA members. Ian also took part in the 
cross-government departmental meeting on sustainable heat in 
January, that led to the publication of the Green 
Alliance “sustainable heat manifesto” in March.  
ACE Scottish Parliamentary Officer Chas Booth 
(right) chaired the Scottish Environment LINK par-
liamentary forum in January. Head of Research 
Pedro Guertler was a guest speaker at the Fuel 
Cell Knowledge Transfer Network.  

  

ACE is… 
... a not-for-profit company 
with a board drawn from 
stakeholders in industry 
a n d  e n v i r o nmen t a l 
sectors.  ACE has 
a c h i e v e d  n o t a b l e 
s u c c e s s e s  i n 
campaigning, including 
VAT exemption on energy 
efficiency materials (in 
2000), and the promotion 
of Parliamentary Bills such 
as the Home Energy 
Conservation Act 1995, 
the Warm Homes & 
Energy Conservation Act 
2000, the Sustainable 
Energy Act 2003, and the 
Cl imate Change & 
Sustainable Energy Act 
2006. ACE has helped 
i m p r o v e  B u i l d i n g 
Regulations and also 
secured statutory targets 
for domestic energy 
efficiency in the Housing 
Act 2004.  This year, ACE 
is celebrating its 25th year 
of activity. 

ACE is re-establishing a 
formal network of 
supporters. Benefits for your 
organisation include supporting 
the most effective lobby for 
energy efficiency in buildings in 
the UK, helping contribute to 
our famous campaigns and 
policy initiatives, gaining 
access to ACE policy papers 
and responses to consultations 
in advance, and a regular 
newsletter which includes 
updates on ACE’s campaigns 
and research projects.  

To sign up, please send the 
usual details to Ian Manders, 
Deputy Director of ACE , 
Westgate House, 2a Prebend 
Street, London N1 8PT 
(aces@ukace.org) 

EPCs & HIPs Update 
There has understandably been some confusion 
regarding what is happening, and why, regarding 
the residential sector energy performance 
certificates' introduction in England. This has 
been formally postponed from June until August 1, 
and then will apply only for homes with at least 4 
bedrooms (less than 20% of stock). No date has 
yet been set for certification in any smaller homes. 
  
Despite press speculation, this delay has not been 
prompted by any absence of trained surveyors. 
Indeed the relevant minister, Baroness 
Andrews, has confirmed that "the numbers who 
are now attending courses, and who have passed 
their exams, suggest that there are enough 
assessors in the system to meet demand" (H of L, 
Hansard May 22, col 628). Rather it is owing to 
the judicial review prompted by the Royal Institute 
of Chartered Surveyors (RICS). Mr Justice Collins 
has ruled that the introduction of energy 
certificates should be delayed "for the time being". 
This is on the grounds that there has been 
insufficient consultation as to why certificates are 
being required whenever a building is sold, rather 
than - as Article 7 of the Energy Performance of 
Buildings requires - only every 10 years. 
ANDREW WARREN 

According to a recent NAO report, the 
Government is failing to meet the carbon and 
energy performance standards that it has set 
for its own Estate. A recent report by the 
Sustainable Development Commission 
revealed that 14 Government departments are 
less energy efficient than they were in 2000.   
To encourage the government to improve its 
dismal performance, ACE has drafted a new 
Early Day Motion (No. 1554) for MPs which 
calls for the government to renew its 
commitment to cutting carbon in its own 
buildings. The EDM has been tabled by Colin 
Challen MP and has extensive cross-party 
support.   
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