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Speaker Biographies

Ron Sims, Assistant Director (Strategy & Private Sector Housing), Directorate of Adult, Community & Housing Services, Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council

Ron Sims is currently Assistant Director (Strategy & Private Sector Housing), Directorate of Adult, Community & Housing Services and Lead Officer for the Select Committee on Economic Regeneration.

Ron has worked in Dudley since 1990 and before that a number of other larger and smaller metropolitan authorities. 

Ron’s postgraduate research work covered Housing and Environment Issues in Birmingham and Manchester.
Peter Sumby, Director of Operations, NEA

Peter is presently Director of Operations with NEA, responsible for NEA’s energy efficiency service delivery, including the regional fuel poverty forums, NEA’s work with local authorities, other housing providers and the health service, and the development and management of its portfolio of demonstration projects. The forums are the major regular networking event which focuses on tackling fuel poverty. NEA’s work with housing providers and the health service concentrates on establishing best practice to deliver the Government’s Fuel Poverty Strategy. The projects pilot new approaches to the installation of energy efficiency measures, the provision of energy advice and energy awareness training to tackle fuel poverty amongst vulnerably groups.  Over twenty-nine demonstration projects are currently being delivered in England.  The projects feature a partnership approach involving central and local government, the fuel utilities and the private sector working together to demonstrate the potential for energy efficiency initiatives to tackle fuel poverty; benefiting both the local communities in which they are based and NEA’s campaigning work through their contribution to the organisation’s policy development.

As a member of NEA’s senior management team he is responsible for ensuring that projects are evaluated and lessons learned are incorporated into NEA’s policy development.  

Dave Barton, Director, Impetus Consulting Ltd

Dave is a founding director of Impetus Consulting, an environmental consultancy formed in 2000 to assist public and private sector organisations in reducing their environmental impact. Employing 16 people and covering sustainable energy, sustainable construction and waste issues, Impetus’s work involves research, training, marketing, project management, strategy development and anything from running large Government advisory programmes to giving advice to individuals on ‘greening’ their homes.

He has worked in the sustainable energy field for over 13 years, working for the Building Research Establishment, the Energy Saving Trust, energy utilities and others. He has previous experience in marketing, R&D and project management.

Rachel Ford, Local Energy Support Programme Manager, Warwickshire  Energy Efficiency Advice Centre

Rachel has been working at the Warwickshire Energy Advice Centre for the last two years; she is a qualified NHER assessor and surveyor.  Her key role at the advice centre is to work with Local Authorities and Housing Associations on all energy related matters. Rachel Manages EST’s Local Energy Support Programme (previously known as LASP). Rachel has been involved in the voluntary sector for the last 9 years, and has worked within a variety of national charities including Marie Curie Cancer Care and also had a brief stint in to the world of Feng Shui (but that’s another story!)…..
 
David Jullien, Chief Executive, Warwickshire Energy Efficiency Advice Centre

David has a background in building and heating. Studied building technology at the University of Wales and has worked for house builders and civil engineering contractors (including building high rise flats in Coventry).

Later moved into the heating industry, working with British Gas, a heating contractor and a boiler manufacturer, designing heating and control systems and finally as product manager responsible for combi’s, condensing boilers and controls.

During this time he become an NHBC registered developer and builder, designed and built 2 houses, converted a Victorian farmhouse into 4 homes and then moved to Pembrokeshire to renovate a Georgian Mansion and convert derelict barns into holiday cottages.

David became involved with energy advice when the Energy Saving Trust advice network started in 1993 and set up the Warwickshire EEAC for Stratford upon Avon Council as an independent charity in 1998 where he is currently Chief Executive.
Rachel Strivens, Project Manager, Marches Energy Agency
Rachel joined Marches Energy Agency in July 2003 in the role of Project Manager after taking time out as a mature student to gain a BSc First Class (Hons) Environmental Studies degree.

Having originally trained in Horticulture, Rachel moved into the environmental sector when she took a position in the newly created Environmental Department at The Body Shop International plc in Littlehampton in 1989.

This role provided extensive practical experience in the design and implementation of environmental management and waste management systems, policy development, auditing and staff training.  During this time Rachel gained EARA Registered Environmental Auditor status and became a member of the Institute of Wastes Management, writing a Waste Minimisation module for a distance-learning course for Imperial College, London, and other published articles.

Moving to the North West in 1995, Rachel helped run several European Regional Development Fund projects for charitable organisations. The aim of these projects was to help small to medium-sized enterprises gain ISO 14001 EMS and help with waste and energy minimisation.

Whilst reading for her degree, Rachel worked part-time for the Cheshire Energy Efficiency Advice Centre giving talks to rural community groups promoting home energy efficiency and use of renewables.

Alan Kirk, Private Sector Housing Strategy, Dudley Metropolitan Borough Council
Alan has now worked as an Environmental Health Officer in such diverse specialisms as Port Health to Acoustician for many years and joined Dudley Council as Principal Officer in 2002. His main work now is ensuring that residents of Dudley receive as much advice and assistance as possible to improve their home.

Alan also works with Kick start, a West Midlands sub regional group whose theme is to provide decent homes for all.

Tracey Rilett, Health Through Warmth Co-ordinator, Black Country Housing & Community Services Group

Tracey has worked at Black Country Housing Group since 1998, where she started as a Caseworker.  She currently has a dual role as Senior Caseworker and Health through Warmth Co-ordinator. Prior to joining BCH, she worked at the Citizens Advice Bureau for two years.
Rachael Knowland, Project Manager, Energy Saving Trust

Rachael is a key member of the Energy Saving Trust’s Practical help advisory service. Rachael has day-to-day responsibility for managing the project, as well as being a central member of the team. Among her responsibilities she provides information and support about sustainable energy to local authorities and housing associations throughout the UK, which includes researching publications and enquiries, and delivering a range of presentations.

James Fisher, Project Manager, BRE Environment

James has been a Project Manager within BRE Environment since June 1996. Working principally on the Carbon Trust’s energy efficiency programme in the Sustainable Buildings Team, his key responsibility is managing, marketing and monitoring BRE’s exemplar Environmental Building & providing sustainable construction guidance to design team clients.
Emma Chetwynd, Social Product Manager, npower

Emma Chetwynd joined npower in July 2005 and is the Social Product Manager. The work of the social team covers the product and services offered under the npower Spreading Warmth programme including the Warm Response help line, the Warm Response Service and the First Step initiative. 

Educated at the University of Manchester and the University of East Anglia, Emma spent the following five years in energy efficiency consultancy and working on the Energy Efficiency Commitment at Ofgem.     

Robin Dunlevy, Energy Conservation Officer, Private Sector Services, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council

Robin has a background in Housing Management with involvement in Housing Advice, Tenancy Management and Consultation. He is a member of the Chartered Institute of Housing and the Chartered Institute of Personnel and Development.  Robin has been the HECA Officer for Solihull MBC since August 1999 and is responsible for both Private and Public Sector Housing.  Main areas of work include: developing initiatives; developing and delivering Affordable Warmth training; income generation; and project management.  
John Bloxsom, Director of Consultancy, Hestia Services Limited

John Bloxsom joined Hestia as Director of Consultancy in October 2005. He previously worked for ECOTEC Research & Consulting where he contributed to regional housing strategies in three regions, the development of housing market renewal and provided support to strategic housing functions. He is a former Head of Housing for a local authority and the Business Development Manager for a three star arms length management organisation. At Hestia John is responsible for consultancy and research work with housing organisations.
